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A new, substantially revised Argentine Constitution took effect on August 24, following three
months of intense debate by the Constituent Assembly. One of the most salient reforms allows
the president to serve a second consecutive term, opening the way for President Carlos Menem's
candidacy in the May 1995 presidential elections. Another article reaffirming sovereignty over the
Malvinas Islands has already raised the ire of Great Britain, which controls the islands. Argentina's
Constitution, which had not undergone major changes since 1853, was totally revamped by the
Constituent Assembly.
Many Argentines expected the process to be merely a rubber stamp of a prior agreement worked
out between President Menem and ex-president Raul Alfonsin, which included the reelection
provision. Nevertheless, the final Constitution was much more extensive and "progressive"
than expected, especially in human rights issues, although opposition politicians charge that
the document does little to limit the president's power. The new Constitution incorporates nine
international treaties that deal with human rights and civil liberties, such as United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Children. It also includes a series of articles that protect other civil,
political, social, and economic rights. At the last moment the deliberations by the Constituent
Assembly heated up over the issue of abortion.
President Menem had requested that the new Constitution include a clause prohibiting abortion,
but that initiative was rejected by some in the political opposition and by many women's
organizations. Finally, agreement was reached on the clause that calls for the protection of life from
the time of conception. Delegates also agreed to send a bill to Congress to give financial aid to poor,
pregnant women.
Also included in the new document is a clause claiming sovereignty over the British-controlled
Malvinas/Falkland Islands. Argentina went to war with Great Britain in 1982 in a dispute over the
territory. The new clause also extended Argentina's sovereignty claims on the Malvinas Islands to
the surrounding territorial waters and oceanic shelves. Britain has reportedly already extended its
territorial fishing limits in retaliation for the sovereignty clause, and Argentina's Foreign Minister,
Guido di Tella, has said that his government will take the matter up with the UN.
The Magna Carta now contains 34 new articles, plus another 40 which were modified. Some of the
more important points include: Institutional Organization
*The president and vice president will be elected by direct vote for a four-year term and can be
reelected for a consecutive term.
* In the event that the president and vice president do not achieve 45% of the vote or alternatively
achieve 40% with a ten point lead over the runner up there will be a second runoff election.
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* A new cabinet-level post of chief of staff will be established, similar to that of a prime minister, to
be named by the president and who can be removed from the position by a two-thirds vote of the
legislature.
* The president is no longer obligated to be a member of the Roman Catholic Church.
* Beginning in 1995, a third senator for each of the 24 districts will be elected by direct vote; the
terms of all senators will be reduced from nine to six years.
* The government of the city of Buenos Aires will function autonomously, with the mayor to be
elected by direct vote.
*The annual legislative session will be extended to nine months.
* Plebiscites and referendums are established as semi-direct mechanisms of popular participation.

Organisms of Control
Judicial Power
* A general auditing office will be created, headed by a member of the political opposition.
* The post of human rights ombudsman will be created, which will have complete independence
and autonomy.

Judicial Power
The legislature now has nine months to modify existing laws to accommodate the new clauses
contained in the reformed Constitution. All told, the Congress must reform simple legislation that
corresponds to more than 20 of the articles in the Magna Carta, such as the increase in the number
of ministers, the establishment of an autonomous government of Buenos Aires, and the community
property rights of indigenous peoples.
* A magistrates' council will be established to select justices for the Supreme Court.
* Judges must retire at age 75 beginning in 1999. New Rights
* Constitutional status will be given to the right of citizens to legal protection and habeas corpus.
* The rights of indigenous peoples, including community property, will be recognized.
* The protection of children from conception through elementary school is established.

-- End --
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